
*HYMN 82 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by then all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

*CHARGE, AND BENEDICTION           

MUSIC FOR DISPERSAL 

Observing appropriate physical distancing, please leave from the 

back rows first. There is an offering plate near the door of the 

sanctuary, if you wish to contribute at this service. If you do not 

take your bulletin home, please put it in the recycle bin near the 

door.  
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GATHERING MUSIC 

Please put on your mask and wear it through the Sharing of the Peace. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES   

The light of one candle points to the way of salvation. 

Lead us to you, O Light of the world. 

All nations are drawn to the brightness of the Lord. 

Lead us to you, O Light of the world. 

All believers step into the brightness before them. 

Lead us to you, O Light of the world. 

The path to paradise shines with God’s glory. 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

(All singing as the candle is lit—Hymn 384, v 1:) 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, we’re going to see the King. 

Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the 

coming of your Son, and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine 

our paths.  Renew us in faith and hope that we may welcome Christ to 

rule our thoughts and claim our love, as Lord of lords, and King of 

kings, to whom be glory always. 

Amen. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations 

under your rule. We confess that we have not expected your 

kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised 

judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the 

earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will 

endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen. 



 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*HYMN 88 (v 1,4,6) 

O come, O come, Emman--uel, and ransom captive Is--rael, 

that mourns in lonely ex--ile here until the Son of God-- appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman--uel shall come to thee O Is--rael. 

O come, thou Root of Jes-se free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy peo--ple save  

and give them victory o’er-- the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman--uel shall come to thee O Is--rael. 

O come, thou Dayspring, come-- and cheer  

our spirits by thine ad--vent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds-- of night 

and death’s dark shadows put-- to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emman--uel shall come to thee O Is--rael. 

*SHARING THE PEACE 

With the forgiveness of God comes the peace of God.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
Please remain in your pew and share the peace in whatever symbol 

may be meaningful to you. 

You may now remove your mask until the Affirmation of Faith. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice 

and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly,  and rejoice 

with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 

the feeble knees.4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, 

do not fear! Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with 

terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.” 5 Then the eyes of 

the blind shall be opened,  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the 

lame shall leap like a deer,  and the tongue of the speechless sing for 

joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  and streams in the 

desert;  the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground 

springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,  the grass 

shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall be there,  and it shall  

be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,  but it shall 

be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No 

lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they 

shall not be found there,  but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the 

ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON Whispering Hope 

Please put on your face mask and wear it until you have departed the building. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, Our Lord; who was conceived 

by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into 

hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

*HANGING THE CHRISMONS ON THE TREE 

You should have taken or received a Chrismon upon entering. As 

instructed and observing proper physical distancing, while the music 

plays, please approach the tree from the right hand inner side aisle and 

return to your seat by the left hand inner side center aisle. 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 

SILENT PRAYER AND CONCLUDING COLLECT 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



NEED TO KNOW PAGE 

A class for children, a women’s Bible study, and another adult class are 

available in the building on Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. They dismiss in 

time for our 10:00 a.m. hybrid worship service. 

Those present at the onsite service today will receive a Chrismon upon 

entering. There is a point in the service when these will be placed on the 

tree in the chancel. Those who worship online may come by the church 

during the coming week and place a Chrismon on the tree. As office hours 

are a bit irregular these Covid-19 days, please call before you come to 

assure that Kathy (903-452-4115) is in the office. 

Evening Prayer will be available in video and audio this Wednesday 

evening. These services during Advent will include a very brief study on 

Advent themes. 

Our collection of the Christmas Joy Offering will continue through 

December 22nd. Please mark your envelope, check, or online contribution 

accordingly.  

We are conducting a survey to find out if you would attend an onsite 

Christmas Eve service and how many people would be in your family 

group. If we do not hear from you, we will assume you would not attend.  

Nobody loves surveys, but please give your input. It will help the planning 

process for Christmas Eve worship. 

Please return your pledge card and Time & Talent forms on Commitment 

Sunday December 13. Please prayerfully consider your gifts for the future 

mission and ministry of St. Andrew. Thank you very much. 

Donations are welcomed to purchase the poinsettias and other flower 

arrangements (a suggested $20 to help cover plant costs, memo “flower 

fund”.) However, we will still print our dedication list to the memory of 

or in honor of loved ones. These may be emailed to the church office 

before Sunday, December 13 to appear in the bulletins on Sunday, 

December 20 and Christmas Eve.  

Donate of portion of your Amazon purchases to St. Andrew! Be sure 

to sign up by logging in to your account and selecting St. Andrew as your 

charity of choice.   

Continued on other side… 

PCH&S has requested that for this year’s Angel Tree we provide 10 

family baskets to encourage families to do activities together. These will 

contain games and activities that will facilitate family interaction. You 

may provide the contents of an entire basket, donate money to complete 

the baskets, or contribute particular items. For example, one couple is 

providing enough Uno games for each basket. Someone else is providing 

10 cookie/brownie mixes.  

Family Basket Ideas: 

• Inexpensive board games for multiple players: Candyland, Sorry, 

Connect-4, Scategories, etc. 

• Decks of cards or family card games: Uno, go-fish, Spot-it, etc. 

• Puzzles, dominoes, crafts, play dough 

• Crayons, washable markers, colored pencils, coloring books, 

drawing pads 

• Snack mix, candy or gum to share while playing. 

• Cookie or brownie mixes.              

Try to keep each individual item at or under 8.5 by 11 inches so it fits into 

baskets.   

Monetary donations are appreciated also. Please note PCH&S or Angel 

Tree. You may also purchase items on Amazon and ship them directly to 

the church. We request donations to arrive by December13. You may 

contact the church office for more information. 

 

 

        


